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Presents the
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Produced by
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Kiesha Lalama
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Van Kaplan

The Broadway League Foundation

 Charlotte st. martin Al Nocciolino rachel reiner
 President, The Broadway League President senior manager
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   with special thanks to
   Jim Glaub – serino Coyne

special Thanks to

New studio on Broadway, NyU Tisch school of the Arts department of drama

 Co-Founded by Pittsburgh CLO and Nederlander Alliances LLC
Founding President Van Kaplan, Founding Executive director susan Lee
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James M. Nederlander or “Jimmy,” Chairman of The Nederlander  
Organization, is the visionary theatrical impresario who built one of 
the largest private live entertainment companies in the world known for 
producing and presenting world-class entertainment since 1912. 

Jimmy started working in the theatre at age 7 sweeping floors for his 
father, David Tobias (D.T.) Nederlander, in Detroit, Michigan.  During a 
career that spans 70 years, Jimmy has amassed a network of premier 
legitimate theatres including nine on Broadway: the Brooks Atkinson, 
Gershwin, Lunt-Fontanne, Marquis, Minskoff, Nederlander, Neil Simon, 
Richard Rodgers, and the world famous Palace; in Chicago: Auditorium 
and Bank of America Theaters, Broadway Playhouse, Cadillac Palace, and Oriental Theaters;  
in Los Angeles: Pantages and the Greek; and in London: the Adelphi, Aldwych, and Dominion.  

He has produced over one hundred acclaimed Broadway musicals and plays including Annie, 
Applause, La Cage aux Folles, Les Liaisions Dangereuses, Me and My Girl, Nine, Noises Off, Peter 
Pan, Sweet Charity, The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickelby, The Will Rogers Follies, Woman 
of the Year, and many more.   

“Generous,” “loyal” and “trusted” are just a few of the accolades his friends use to describe  
him. Jimmy is beloved by the industry and is the recipient of many distinguished honors including 
an Honorary Doctorate of Fine Arts from the University of Connecticut (2014), the Exploring the 
Arts Foundation Award (2014), the United Nations Foundation Champion Award (2012), The 
Broadway League’s Schoenfeld Vision for Arts Education Award (2011), the New York Pop’s Man 
of the Year (2008), and the special Tony Award for Lifetime Achievement (2004).  To mark the 
Nederlanders’ centennial in 2012, The New York Landmarks Conservancy proclaimed Jimmy to 
be a “Living Landmark.”

The National High School Musical Theatre Awards is called the Jimmy Award in celebration of his 
career-long dedication to supporting young talent.  This year, Jimmy celebrated his 93rd birthday. 

Celebrating Jimmy Nederlander
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Participating Award Programs

 

THE NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL THEATRE AWARDS (NHSMTA)/JIMMY™ 
AWARDS is a celebration of outstanding achievement in vocal, dance and acting  
performance, developed to elevate the profile of in-school arts education across America, 
provide college scholarships and create pathways connecting promising young performers 
to the professional theatre industry. Each year, 50,000 teenagers at 1,000 high schools 
participate in the program. Students who win lead actor and actress awards at their 
regional high school musical theatre awards competitions convene in New York City for 
five days of private coaching and rehearsals at the New Studio on Broadway, NYU Tisch 
School of the Arts Department of Drama, in preparation for their Broadway stage debut 
at The Jimmy™ Awards. The program was founded in 2009 by Pittsburgh CLO, Executive 
Producer Van Kaplan, Nederlander Alliances LLC, President James L. Nederlander and 
founding Executive Director Susan Lee. It is produced annually by The Broadway League 
Foundation and Pittsburgh CLO. The Jimmy™ Award is named for James M. Nederlander, 
the legendary Broadway theatre owner, in honor of his vision and generous support of 
young artists. For more information, please visit www.nhsmta.com.

THE 5TH AVENUE AWARDS
The 5th Avenue Theatre

THE BEN VEREEN AWARDS
Broadway/San Diego
Broadway in Tucson

BLUE STAR AWARDS 
Kansas City Starlight Theatre

THE BLUMEY AWARDS
Blumenthal Performing Arts 

THE BOBBY G AWARDS 
Denver Center for the  

Performing Arts

BROADWAY STAR OF  
THE FUTURE 

Straz Center for the  
Performing Arts 

CONNECTICUT HIGH SCHOOL 
MUSICAL THEATER AWARDS

Palace Theater

DSM HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 
THEATRE AWARDS

Dallas Summer Musicals 

GENE KELLY AWARDS
Pittsburgh CLO

GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL  
MUSICAL THEATER AWARDS 
SHULER HENSLEY AWARDS
Cobb Energy Performing Arts 
Centre ArtsBridge Foundation 

THE GERSHWIN AWARDS
Camp Broadway

ILLINOIS HIGH SCHOOL  
MUSICAL THEATER AWARDS

Broadway In Chicago 

IOWA HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 
THEATER AWARDS

Des Moines Performing Arts

THE JERRY HERMAN AWARDS
Pantages Theatre (Broadway LA)

LAS CASAS PERFORMING ARTS 
SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION 

JOCI AWARDS 
Las Casas Foundation 

M.A.C.Y. AWARDS
McCoy Rigby Entertainment 

NEBRASKA HIGH SCHOOL 
THEATRE AWARDS

Omaha Performing Arts 

NEVADA HIGH SCHOOL  
MUSICAL THEATER AWARDS

The Smith Center

ORPHEUM HIGH SCHOOL 
MUSICAL THEATRE AWARDS

The Orpheum Theatre 

THE RITA MORENO  
CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL 

MUSICAL HONORS
Broadway San Jose 

OVATION AWARDS
Wharton Center for  

Performing Arts 

STARS OF TOMORROW
Rochester Broadway  

Theatre League 

THE TOMMY AWARDS
Overture Center for the Arts

TOMMY TUNE AWARDS
Theatre Under The Stars

TRIANGLE RISING  
STAR AWARDS

Durham Performing Arts Center

UTAH HIGH SCHOOL  
MUSICAL THEATER AWARDS
MagicSpace Entertainment 
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Jimmy,

You keep us young 
at heart.

Van Kaplan &
Pittsburgh CLO
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Boss…Mentor…Friend
Thank you for everything.

                 Love, Nick
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William H. Pitt
F o u n d a t i o n ,  I n c.

T h e

The William Pitt Foundation is  
proud to support the Jimmy™ Awards,  

providing opportunity for up and coming artists  
and future stars.  The Foundation is equally  

honored to recognize the inspiration behind the  
Jimmy™ Awards, James M. Nederlander,  

a “giant” in the business and art that is theatre.

Congratulations 
to the 2015 Jimmy™

Award Nominees!

– Roy furman
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To all of the talented students,
the dedicated teachers, and everyone at

The National High School Musical Theatre Awards.

Thank you for all of the magic you do.

Congratulations,

Barry and Fran Weissler
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2015 Jimmy™ Award Nominees

2015 Jimmy™ Award Judges
Kent Gash     Rachel Hoffman     Arielle Tepper Madover

Alecia Parker     Tara Rubin     Nick Scandalios
Thomas Schumacher     Bernie Telsey

Gary Kline, Carnegie Mellon Pre-College Drama Program Award Judge

CATHEriNE H. AmEs
Leading Player, 

Pippin
The Ben Vereen Awards

Tucson, AZ
Pacific Ridge High School

TrAVis ANdErsON
Lord Evelyn Oakleigh, 

Anything Goes
Las Casas Performing  

Arts Scholarship Competition  
- Joci Awards

San Antonio, TX
North East School of the Arts

NOAH BArNEs
Joe Hardy, 

Damn Yankees
Stars of Tomorrow

Rochester, NY
North Rose-Wolcott  

High School

PErry ANNE BOrdErs
Frau Blucher, 

Young Frankenstein
The Rita Moreno California 
High School Musical Honors

San Jose, CA
Marin School of the Arts

EmmA BrOwN
Fiona,
Shrek

Nebraska High School  
Musical Theatre Awards

Omaha, NE
Elkhorn South High School

BriANNA BryAN
Belle, 

Beauty and the Beast
The Jerry Herman Awards

Los Angeles, CA
Chaminade College  

Preparatory High School

EmmA BUCHANAN
Eponine, 

Les Misérables
The Bobby G Awards

Denver, CO
Durango High School

rAyVEN BUrdETTE
Gomez Addams, 

The Addams Family
The Tommy Awards

Madison, WI
Wauwatosa West High School

KATELyN CAVE
Leading Player, 

Pippin
DSM High School Musical  

Theatre Awards  
Dallas, TX

Guyer High School

CHris CLArK
Jesus of Nazareth, 

Jesus Christ Superstar
DSM High School Musical  

Theatre Awards
Dallas, TX

Plano West Senior  
High School

GiNO COCCHi
Frederick, 

Young Frankenstein
The Ben Vereen Awards

Tucson, AZ
Tucson High Magnet School

mArCEL dALEy
Edward Bloom,

Big Fish
Nebraska High School  
Musical Theatre Awards

Omaha, NE
Bellevue West High School
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2015 Jimmy™ Award Nominees

2015 CHAPERONES
Natalie Barrow    Glenn Campbell    Claudia Carson    Jana Stokes Coates    Ana Flores
J. Dominic Green    Tina James    Lindsay G. Krosnes    Robert Lynn III    Mark Mazzarella

Margaret McNamara    Sofia Milan    Karoline Myers    Katherine Nelson    Robynne O’Byrne
Amy K. Reinert    Kim Russell    Tim Sauers    Catherine Simon    Stacie Smith    Jessica Spillane

Erin Theresa Crowley Tavernia    Michelle Youngs    Carole Zelinger

dEAN dEyLAN
Radames, 

Aida
Nevada High School  

Musical Theater Awards
Las Vegas, NV

Las Vegas Academy of  
the Arts

NiCK EiBLEr
Jimmy Winter, 

Nice Work If You Can Get It
Georgia High School Musical 

Theater Awards -  
Shuler Hensley Awards

Atlanta, GA
West Forsyth High School

GrACE ETzKOrN
Winifred Banks, 
Mary Poppins

Illinois High School  
Musical Theater Awards

Chicago, IL
Benet Academy

mOLLy FELdmAN
Wednesday Addams,

The Addams Family
Stars of Tomorrow

Rochester, NY
Pittsford Mendon High School

ALEx FErNANdEz
John, 

Miss Saigon
Triangle Rising Star Awards

Durham, NC
William G. Enloe High School

CHiArA rOsEmAE 
GiAmPiETrO
Maria Rainer, 

The Sound of Music
Connecticut High School  
Musical Theater Awards

Waterbury, CT
St. Paul Catholic High School

LiNCOLN GiNsBErG
Riff, 

West Side Story
Iowa High School Musical 

Theater Awards
Des Moines, IA

George Washington  
Senior High School

zAC GOTTsCHALL
Horace Vandergelder, 

Hello, Dolly!
Connecticut High School  
Musical Theater Awards

Waterbury, CT
Trumbull High School

ANdrEw HENsON
Master of Ceremonies, 

Cabaret
The 5th Avenue Awards

Seattle, WA
Camas High School

KyLiE LyNN HEymAN
Reno Sweeney, 
Anything Goes

Broadway Star of  
the Future
Tampa, FL

Shorecrest Preparatory School

mOrGAN HiGGiNs
Eponine, 

Les Misérables
M.A.C.Y. Awards
Mission Viejo, CA

St. Margaret’s Episcopal 
School

AUsTiN dALGLEisH
Seymour, 

Little Shop of Horrors
Blue Star Awards
Kansas City, MO

Shawnee Mission East  
High School
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2015 Jimmy™ Award Nominees

LAUrEN HUNKELE
Jo, 

Little Women
The Blumey Awards

Charlotte, NC
Northwest Cabarrus  

High School

FAiTH JONEs
Dorothy, 
The Wiz

Triangle Rising Star Awards
Durham, NC

C.E. Jordan High School

JOrdAN KirKHAm
Robbie Hart, 

The Wedding Singer
Utah High School 

Musical Theater Awards
Logan, UT

Northridge High School

ryAN KOErBEr
Ren McCormack, 

Footloose
The Gershwin Awards

New York, NY
St. John the Baptist  

High School

mCKENziE KUrTz
Mary, 

Mary Poppins
Georgia High School  

Musical Theater Awards -  
Shuler Hensley Awards

Atlanta, GA
Milton High School

mArLA LOUissAiNT
Caroline,  

Caroline, or Change
The Gershwin Awards

New York, NY
The Beacon School

BEN LOVE
Edward Bloom,  

Big Fish
Illinois High School  

Musical Theater Awards
Chicago, IL

Byron High School

JEssiCA mArTENs
Dorothy Gale,  

The Wizard of Oz
Iowa High School Musical 

Theater Awards
Des Moines, IA

Valley High School
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2015 Jimmy™ Award Nominees

mAGGiE mArx
Audrey,  

Little Shop of Horrors
Blue Star Awards
Kansas City, MO
Shawnee Mission  

North West High School

mAdELiNE mATHiAs
Martha,  

The Secret Garden
Ovation Awards
East Lansing, MI

Rockford High School

EmiLy mATT
Fiona,  
Shrek

The Tommy Awards
Madison, WI

Divine Savior Holy Angels 
High School

drAyTON mACLEAN 
mAyErs

Edward Bloom,  
Big Fish

Orpheum High School  
Musical Theatre Awards

Memphis, TN
Germantown High School

LArry mcKAy
J. Pierrepont Finch,  
How to Succeed…
Gene Kelly Awards

Pittsburgh, PA
Pittsburgh Allderdice  

High School

AUdrEy mcKEE
Mary Poppins,  
Mary Poppins

Tommy Tune Awards
Houston, TX

Friendswood High School

COUrTNEy NEisTAdT
Fiona,  
Shrek

Nevada High School  
Musical Theater Awards

Las Vegas, NV
Centennial High School

JUsTiN NOrwOOd
Radames,  

Aida
The Blumey Awards

Charlotte, NC
South Pointe High School

Proud Supporter of the Jimmy™ Awards
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The Booking Group
is proud to support the 

National High School 
Musical Theatre Awards
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2015 Jimmy™ Award Nominees

ALEC miCHAEL ryAN
Laurence,  

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels
Tommy Tune Awards

Houston, TX
Klein Oak High School

EVATT sALiNGEr
Jean Valjean,  
Les Misérables

The Bobby G Awards
Denver, CO

Durango High School

KAmAri A. sAxON
Flick,  
Violet

Broadway Star of  
the Future, Tampa, FL

Douglas Anderson School  
of the Arts

ANTHONy sKiLLmAN
Tarzan,  
Tarzan

M.A.C.Y. Awards
Mission Viejo, CA

Orange Lutheran High School

HANNAH sULAK
Mary Poppins,  
Mary Poppins

The 5th Avenue Awards
Seattle, WA

Ferndale High School

sABriNA mAri UriEGAs
Belle,  

Beauty and the Beast
Las Casas Performing Arts 
Scholarship Competition -  

Joci Awards, San Antonio, TX
Saint Dominic Savio Catholic 

High School

JOsHUA VELEz
Seymour,  

Little Shop of Horrors
The Jerry Herman Awards

Los Angeles, CA
Harts Academy

ABBy wATTs
Mary Poppins,  
Mary Poppins

Utah High School Musical 
Theater Awards

Logan, UT
Woods Cross High School

sAm O’ByrNE
Frederick,  

Young Frankenstein
The Rita Moreno California 
High School Musical Honors

San Jose, CA
Novato High School

ALEKsANdEr  
PAPANAsTAsOPOULEs

Javert,  
Les Misérables

Ovation Awards
East Lansing, MI

Divine Child High School

EriCA PENiNGEr
Millie Dillmount,  

Thoroughly Modern Millie
Orpheum High School  

Musical Theatre Awards
Memphis, TN

Hernando High School

mArNiE QUiCK
Orange,  
SHOUT! 

Gene Kelly Awards
Pittsburgh, PA

Pittsburgh Barak Obama 
Academy
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2015 League Educator Apple Awards®

The Broadway League has bestowed the League Educator Apple Award since 
2003 to recognize administrators, school district heads and advocates from 
around the country for their commitment to arts education, and their work in  
collaboration with Broadway League member venues that present Touring  
Broadway shows. Through this award and other initiatives, The Broadway 
League encourages the ongoing development of theatre education programs 
around the country. These are this year’s three recipients:

Recipient: CRISTINA GUTIERREZ-BREWSTER, Community Program Manager 
Organization name: Academy Prep of Tampa, Tampa, FL
Nominator: Straz Center for the Performing Arts

Mrs. Gutierrez-Brewster is being recognized for her visionary leadership and  
her ability to unify all those she comes in contact with. The Straz Center worked 
closely with Mrs. Gutierrez-Brewster on their Motown the Musical Project. She 
was able to assist with attaining student “buy-in” and parent support to make the 
program a success. During this project, the students deconstructed some of the classic chord structure  
and rhythms, which included a “treasure hunt” for Motown influences in modern popular music.  
Mrs. Gutierrez-Brewster helped to make sure the students were prepared and had all the resources they 
needed. She made sure the students focused on the curriculum, but encouraged them to have fun and 
learn about themselves in the process. As a result of her dedication to the students and desire for them  
to learn, spin-off relationships in arts partnerships have also occurred.

Recipient: ROSA ROCHA, Board President
Organization name: Friends of Down Syndrome, Houston, TX
Nominator: Theatre Under The Stars

Rosa Rocha is Board President of the Friends of Down Syndrome, a 
non-profit organization serving the educational and vocational needs 
of adults with Down syndrome.   She recognizes the benefits of arts 
engagement for individuals with disabilities.  Theatre Under The  
Stars (TUTS) collaborated with Rosa to bring the arts to her program.    
TUTS provided a choreographer to teach weekly dance classes to  
high school and college-aged students centered on Rodgers &  
Hammerstein’s Cinderella in preparation for their attendance at a  
performance of the show at the Hobby Center and performance at 
their first annual fundraiser, Cinderella Ball.  Their performance at  
the event was so successful that they were then invited to perform  
at a local conference on disability.  

Recipient: BRADLEY WINGATE, Academic Specialist   
for Visual and Performing Arts
Organization name: Greenville County School District, 
Greenville, SC
Nominator: Peace Center for the Performing Arts

Bradley Wingate is passionate about keeping the arts a valued, 
core academic subject for all students in Greenville County  
Schools and has championed a district-wide focus for providing  
high-quality arts experiences for all students.  He is a strong  
partner in collaboration, working very diligently to motivate 
educator participation in various programs at the Peace Center 
and throughout the community.  With Bradley’s partnership, 85 
arts educators in Greenville County participated in a 2014-2015 
professional development initiative to engage directly with the 
touring Broadway productions of Once, Pippin and Wicked, and gain new perspective for their art area by 
experiencing real-world applications in the professional touring theatre industry.

CRISTINA  
GUTIERREZ-BREWSTER

ROSA ROCHA

BRADLEY WINGATE



29

NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL THEATRE AWARDS

NHSMTA ADVISORY BOARD
Advisory Board ...................Myron Martin (chair),  

Michael Brand, John C. Breckenridge,  
Tom Gabbard, Michael Jenkins, Van Kaplan,  

Eileen LaCario, Arielle Tepper Madover, Tom McCoy, 
Al Nocciolino, Michael S. Taormina, Marty Wiviott

NHSMTA
President, The Broadway League ....Charlotte St. Martin
League Senior Manager, Audience  
Engagement and NHSMTA ................ Rachel Reiner
General Management .......Camp Broadway, LLC/ 

Melissa Caolo
Company Manager ...........Camp Broadway, LLC/  

Noelle Deutsch
Event Relations Coordinator......Christopher Hutton
League Director of Finance and  
Administration ............................... Colin Gibson
League Director of Labor Relations ....... Jason Laks
League Director of Membership ...........Ed Sandler
League Director of Marketing and  
Business Development .... Jan Friedlander Svendsen
League Marketing Manager, Partnerships ... Leslie Dock
League Marketing ........ Josh Cacchione, Mel Lauer, 

Ben Pesner
League Director of Communications .....Elisa Shevitz
League Manager of  
Communications ..........................Martine Sainvil
League Director of Digital ...............Neal Freeman
League Digital Associate ................ Kayla Kreidell
League NHSMTA Assistant ......... Anne Wentworth
League Interns ..... Jayme Kelmigian, Jason Arnold, 

Bess Donoghue, Jackie Cotton
Production Manager ..........................John Edkins
Production Stage Manager .................. Alix Claps
Musical Director and Arranger .....Michael Moricz
Associate Music Director & Pianist ......John DiPinto
Solo Music Preparation & Pianist ....... Isaac Harlan  
Music Supervisor .........................Adam Wiggins 
Orchestra Contractor .........................Avril Brown  
Orchestrators ............ Fred Barton, David Dabbon,  

Ned Ginsburg, Michael Morris,  
Richard Rockage

Music Assistant ............................ CheeYang NG
Rehearsal Pianists......... Matt Cataldi, Mark Evans, 

Stephen Purdy, Christine Riley 
Warm-Up Instructor ........................ Ross Rayburn
Lighting Designer ................Andrew D. Ostrowski
Associate Lighting Designer ........... Jeanne Koenig
Assistant Lighting Designer ............... Jeffrey Small  
Sound Designer ..................Christopher M. Evans
Sound & Video Equipment ... Sound Associates, Inc.  
Audio Assistants ..... Janet Smith, Sound Associates, Inc., 

Karen Zabinski   
Head Sound .............................. Alain Van Achte
Assistant Sound....... Don McKennan, Scott Scheidt
Video Projection Design ..................Brian Beasley
Video Technician ............................... Chris Kurtz

Video Production ..................Apples and Oranges 
Tim Kashani, Ally Rice, Christopher Sepulveda

Digital Support ..............................Serino Coyne 
Chaperone Coordinator ....... William Karvouniaris 
Production Assistants .........Camp Broadway, LLC/ 

Theodore Leneicki, Kerry Dineen,
Talent Wranglers ...............Camp Broadway, LLC/  

Isaak Olson
Program ..........................................Playbill, Inc.
Legal .................................... Proskauer Rose, LLP 
Accountant .............................. Marks Paneth, LLP
Insurance ......................DeWitt Stern Group, Inc.
Banking .................................. JP Morgan Chase
Website Development ............... Lava New Media
Event Photographer .......................Henry McGee

PITTSBURGH CLO FOR NHSMTA
Executive Producer ............................Van Kaplan
Writer .................................. Mary Jane Brennan
Project Director .............................Kiesha Lalama
Special Projects .........................R. James Mercer
Communications ........................ Kristin Archbold
Production ....................Cindy Opatick, Aja Jones
Assistant to Executive Producer ...Elizabeth Roberts

NEDERLANDER FOR NHSMTA
VP of Sales and Ticketing .....................Sean Free
Director of Sales and Ticketing ....Andrew Michaelson 
Sales and Ticketing Associate ... Taylor Maimbourg 
VP of Operations ..............................Bill Register 
Director of Operations .............. Anthony LaTorella 
Hospitality Coordinator ................... Hillary Nicoll
House Manager ...........................David Calhoun 

NYU TISCH SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
Dean, NYU Tisch School of the Arts ....Allyson Green
Chair, Department of Drama ............Edward Ziter
Founding Director, New Studio  
on Broadway ..................................... Kent Gash
Director of Production and Facilities ..... Jonathan Dunkle
Production Manager, Department of Drama, 
Undergraduate ...........................Michael Ulreich
Director of Recruitment,  
NYU Tisch School of the Arts .........Patricia Decker
Assistant Director, Special Projects ......Joe McGowan
Scene Shop Supervisor, Department  
of Drama, Undergraduate  ...............Becky Sagen

FACULTY COACHES
Head of Vocal Music, New Studio  
on Broadway ............................ Michael McElroy 

Eden Espinosa, Adam Kantor, 
Telly Leung, and Julia Murney

For more information on the National 
High School Musical Theatre Awards 

visit nhsmta.com.



30



31

Playbill




